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. . . ' It'sanexistence built on ironies. The more
VI a d , m I r =+ . . powerful your job with the secret police, for
. : example, the more the government spies on

more handsomely than scholars—a merit sys-
- tem mirrored by the entire society.

Sakh arovl |, Sakharov was the sort of teen-ager who :
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[ftnrned in a brilliant essay on Tolstoy and -
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went home to read J.D. Salinger. He orga-
e B ... }.-nized a student orchestra to perform patriotic
- oy L pe gy gy -p - v [ music but devoted the practice:sessions. to -
EMOCIACY. " fhmpanm s I =
N e gy A :,,1} “*“Itwas a childhood -full -of -contradictions
: : ~ = I: to which I adapted by learning that nothing -
: was as it seemed and the way to survive was
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o In fact, he found that ope of the toughest
things about becoming an .American was
~learning to believe that things were as they
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character, that it is a very conspiratorial, se-
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By Linell Smith - i?:ot kintge of‘"thing{'hmnm?mmmem
: Evening Sun Sta#f ‘oot the CIA. They think it's only 2 front,
: that Ti#Fes@ia-ts hidden somewhere behind

» FTER A DECADE as an American, Dr. it. They think there’s a secret room in the
Vladimir Sakharov still seems as Rus- - White House where the rasl decision-making
tall 1 1an as a Chekov short story. He's a goes on, )
‘tall, lumbering, blue-eyed man prone to wry “Soviet diplomats wh
. foderstatement and talking about bis fe 23 3 idea what Asperions Aot Toey sy
: former Soviet dipiomat, CIA informer and, own little cliques—a society within a society
' perhaps most important, a member of the - They. have never had any experience with
. Moscow Elite, that small privileged class.of ‘ democracy. They don’t understand, They're
' intelligence officers, Party officials and top ‘afraid of it. It's totally insecure for them to-
: professionals who rule the USSR. ' even think in democratic ways.”
i Sakharov often speaks to corporations and Iy few decades. Sakharov says that.the
; -political clnbs on topics ranging from Soviet small, inbred group that rules the Soviet
! plans for the Middle East to particular meth-  Upion-wi face difficulties trying to control a
L -ods of Soviet mteﬂxgegee training. But_he is ! nation whose ,ﬁajo, population “groups “are
{ copecially good at telling tales about bis old |.. pop Fusgian The situation he predicts comes
; ?g" ghm' ,n:";“;' Elite. His 1980 book - uncannily close to the political conditions that
I Treason, y readable accountof ' " .
"his childhood and his as .3 ,_exx‘s'tedmanape(orelsls.
¢ dip) Jagent, is ps ,cale'fe;‘ inating | Y 1y ‘concern is that Stalinism is coming
ini omat “?e‘,,h’, most fascinating’ ; back,” he says. “These young people I grew up
', ltshim“:f; o7 ke Soviet Baby Boom chil- | * ith are looking back with weene kindos nos-
. megfie 'pti;ms'mhis 00k, the M -;,talgiaattbeeraofStalin'spnrga.Theyare
" Elite soun dswasqt’ou ohto ebook'trate th"’;‘!;’ -t00 young to remember what it was like.
. £ 10 pen as the Brit- . rpey're saying be did the right things. There’s
ixf:h monarchy. One is born into it. One marries a feeling of growing Russian chauvinism, a
g one doesa't o ifa Mos, fccling that the Russian nation is dying out.
cov;l gxrl; ;:lashuving with a black student, they They're saying we need someone like Stalin.
wo! er parasite, shave her head and
send her 100 kilometers outside the Moscow CONTINUED!
limits,” Sakharov says. “In the Soviet Union,
' youstick to your ownkind” = .
~ The children of the Moscow Elite quickly
accustom themselves to leading double lives,
At school, they recite the Party line of egali-
: tarianism. At home, they put on Western
i jeans and host wild parties stocked with for-
‘ bidcti::. supplies of rock music, cigarettes and
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